
The Big Idea 

There are structures around us all the time, 
some of which we barely notice. What are 
they made from? What is their purpose? 
What do you notice about their shapes? 

What can be done to make them stronger? 
Through this unit you will become builders 

and discover the secrets to holding up 
bridges and skyscrapers.  

It’s Shocking & 
Buildings 

Amber Spring 1 & 2 2020 

Help at home 

We are setting up our role play area 
as a supermarket. If you can donate 
any empty food packets/ boxes etc. It 
will make the shop far more exciting. 
Thank you. 

 

Individual Research project 

To support the children’s learning this 
term we will make links back to their 
own experiences at home. 

13th January : Please could your child 
bring in a battery operated toy to 
show the class. We will then draw 
and label these. 
3rd February: Each child needs to 
study their home by drawing and 
labelling it. Can they find out how old 
it is? What materials have been used 
to make their home? Each child will 
have time on share 
their work with 
their friends and 
then we will make 
representations of 
these buildings. 

English support 

Reading: It is crucial that you listen regularly 
to your child read, aim for 3 or more times a 
week ideally. At school we constantly listen 
to the children read in class and support 
their development. However, we are unable 
to give them the time, peace  and attention 
they can receive from you at home. Together 
we can help their reading to excel.   

Please put finished books in the box by our 
door for changing. 

Spelling 

Practise your spellings, you could put them 
into sentences, make them with magnetic 

letters or just write them in a list. There are 
more ideas on the back of the spelling 

leaflet. Each Monday you will receive a list of 
spellings to be tested on a Friday.  

Maths Support 

Any maths the children complete at home is 
beneficial, for example simple addition and 
subtraction as part of everyday life problem 

solving. 

Practise counting in 2,3,5 & 10  

Use coins to pay for things, order coins 
according to their value.  

Work out the change from 10p, £1 or £5 

 

Electricity can work lights, 
computers, mobile phones, 

cars, and lots of other things 
that we use every day - it can 
even make our hair stand on 
end! But what is electricity? 



Week 

Beg. 

General overview (may change as required by 

children’s learning and development) 

Wed: Yr 1 Woodland learning Yr2 Science 

6.1 Static Electricity experiments  

13.1 Show & tell battery operated toys & 

Creating a simple circuit   

20.1 Comparing electrical items at school/ 

home  with past 

Year 1 Season focus trip to Houghton 

Hall (Tues) 

27.1 Buildings : Langham Village building 

walk on Tuesday. If you can help 

please let us know 

3.2 Share research on own house 

10.2 Identify famous buildings and locate in 

UK/ World 

Wed: Yr 2 Woodland learning Yr1 Science 

24.2 Trip to Cromer —buildings/ pier 

2.3 Science testing structures/ shapes 

Meet Architect 

9.3 Design their  building– how move up 

it? 

16.3 Make their buildings 

23.3 Evaluate their buildings 

30.3 RE focus week 

All of the work we are going to do has been 

specially written to help your child reach the 

learning goals. Children will be reading, 

researching, writing, illustrating, working on their 

own and working in groups. We will be checking to 

see how well your child has learned through 

particular activities and asking children to explain 

their work, perhaps to you. 

We already know the interest you take in your 

child’s work. If you can, please discuss with your 

child the work they have done as the term 

progresses and let them teach you. 

If your child has some work to research, please 

help them, but without actually doing the work. If 

you have the chance to further their interest in the 

ideas of this theme please take it, but your 

enthusiasm and interest is most important. 

 By the end of the unit, we hope your child has 

achieved all of the learning targets. We hope they 

have had an enjoyable time in the classroom. And 

we hope you have enjoyed seeing your child work 

with enthusiasm. If you have any comments or 

questions about your child’s learning, please get in 

touch. 

 

Over the next  12 weeks  we will be following a 

mini unit  about Electricity and  then learning 

about ‘Buildings’.  

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

• About static electricity & how we can use it 

• What battery-operated toys can do 

• How to make our own electrical circuit 

• Electricity at home and in the classroom 

• About the dangers of electricity 

During our Buildings unit we will be focusing on 

Art, History, Geography, Technology and Science. 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to draw pictures of local buildings 

• How to make prints 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 

• How buildings were made in the past 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to use simple local maps and compasses 

• How to use maps and atlases to locate the differ-

ent countries  

In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to make picture frames 

• How to make models of houses 

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to test the strengths of structures 

• About materials used in structures 


