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Parents’ Forum 17th November 2016 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

  

We had our first Parents’ Forum meeting on 17th November. Unfortunately, there wasn’t a 

large turnout of parents, but a big thank you to those who did attend as I think we had a 

valuable discussion. 

Don't forget there is the Suggestion Box near reception and Denise is always at school on 

Fridays if anyone wants to catch up with her. 

  

At the start of the evening, Matt gave an enlightening introduction to how schools are 

funded and the challenges a small rural school faces, given that Government funding is based 

on head count. 

Denise talked through a typical week for Mrs Kossowicz which highlighted how busy she is. 

  

We then had a workshop style session:  

  

Your school Needs You 

There are a few things that Langham really needs some help with – have a read and let us 

know if you can help in anyway. 

  

If anyone has graphic design skills or website design skills, we need some support in this 

area. Please email denisewroe@mac.com if you think you can help.  

  

Lunchtime Support – we could really benefit with someone helping with School lunches and a 

bit of playtime duty. We appreciate it’s right in the middle of the day, but maybe you know 

someone in the village who has retired but would like some engagement with our lovely 

children and would enjoy a couple of hours at the school. 

  

We Love Langham Village School 

We want to make sure we all feel part of this great community so please get involved, come 

and meet other parents and have some fun. 

To kick start this campaign, we put up festive decorations in the school last Saturday which 

went very well. We’ll be doing a spot of bulb planting and gardening in the new year and hope 

to do some other events at weekends in the spring and a summer terms – so watch this space 

and get involved and get to know others in the school.  
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Sports 

It may be useful for parents  to play an active role in supporting the organisation and 

management on the day of the Sports Day (I know it’s a long way off) so everyone can get 

the most out of the day, be that for fun or competition. 

  

Where do you get your information? 

There are quite a few channels of communication – emails, twitter, newsletter, calendar, 

notes in schoolbags etc. Being aware that the school is busy enough as it is, we thought it 

would be worth doing a survey in the new year to find out which ones you all prefer to use. 

For example, maybe we can save costs and the planet by only having the newsletter via 

email… 

  

Informal Parents’ evenings 

We discussed the value these bring in understanding our children’s progress. It was felt that 

there was a preference for ending these sessions. We are talking to Mrs Kossowicz about 

this and how they would be replaced; we will keep you informed of the decision. 

  

Knowing your teachers and governors 

People were concerned that they didn’t really know all the staff and governors of the school, 

we are talking to Mrs Kossowicz about putting up photos.  

  

What happens as your child progresses through school? 

We are aware that when you join the school you naturally focus on the early years – but then 

start to wonder what the education is like later on. So we thought it would be very useful to 

have sessions arranged for parents to come and see and hear about Jet Class for year 5 and 

6. Jet Class are doing amazing things and have been repeatedly above National average in 

their Year 6 SATS – so we certainly have something to shout about. 

  

Assembly 

Great stuff happens every Friday in the assembly, but lots of parents miss it. Some parents 

said they always struggle to make it back 20 mins earlier on a Friday afternoon but would 

find it easier to stay after school drop off in the morning. We’ve talked with Polly about this 

but it is not possible to hold these assemblies in the morning due to Sports on Friday and 

music on a Thursday. If you can make the assemblies on a Friday afternoon please do. 

  

  

The key thing that came out of the Forum was that this is EVERYONE’S SCHOOL – SO WE 

ALL NEED TO BE INVOLVED TO BUILD THE COMMUNITY! 

 

We hope to see more parents and carers at our next forum in the Spring term. 

  

Please speak with Matt or Denise if you can help in any way on any of these points. 

  

Thank you 

Matt Coe and Denise Markham Wroe 


